
 

  
Plano Chamber of Commerce  

Legislative Priorities  

87th Session of the Texas Legislature   
 

Economic Development - Plano is a renowned location for businesses to grow and thrive.  We advocate for policies 

that preserve and enhance our business-friendly environment.  

  

SUPPORT continued funding for the Texas Enterprise Fund and other economic development incentives like 
Texas Tourism, the Event Trust Fund, Texas Moving Image Industry Incentive Program and the Texas Music 
Office  

SUPPORT the continuation of Chapter 313 of the Tax Code 
SUPPORT developing plans and resources needed for greater broadband connectivity to enhance access to public 

education, healthcare, employment, news, and information 

 

Public Education and Workforce – Public schools are facing unparalleled challenges in today’s COVID-19 

environment.  We support preserving public education funding, as well new legislation to adapt to our current and 

future circumstances.  

  

SUPPORT maintaining funding for public education and the use of daily enrollment in funding calculations 
SUPPORT maintaining funding for early college and workforce readiness programs 

SUPPORT long-term opportunities for virtual learning within traditional public-school districts 

 

Transportation  - Transportation needs are growing as rapidly as our regional population.  We support innovative 

technology and solutions to mobility, as well as adequate investment in the maintenance and enhancements of our 

current transportation system. We will continue to advocate for local control in transportation planning.  

  

SUPPORT maintaining current transportation funding levels and the continued formula allocation of funding 
based upon population  

SUPPORT funding to maintain and expand Texas’ transportation system utilizing all available tools including 
managed lanes, public/private partnerships, and comprehensive development agreements  

SUPPORT maintaining existing law relating to eminent domain authority to allow planning and development of 
new and/or expanded transportation corridors including highways, high speed rail, commuter rail, freight rail 
and transit 

 

Higher Education  - Institutions of higher education are essential to the development of Plano’s future workforce. 

Their ability to bolster research, meet a diverse set of student and workforce needs, and help many Texans earn 

postsecondary degrees is vital for the entire region.  

  

SUPPORT legislation that will advance the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s 60x30TX plan 

SUPPORT the 300x300 partnership between local business leaders and the 50 Texas community college 
districts to prepare 300,000 students for in-demand careers in 300 days, creating a sustainable workforce 
pipeline 

SUPPORT maintaining funding levels for institutions of higher education, including restoring 5% mid-biennium 
cuts 

SUPPORT using state funding for one-time COVID-19 costs incurred by institutions of higher education for 
housing, dining, meal plans and converting to distance learning 



 
 

Diversity and Equity Plano thrives on diversity.  We are proud to be a welcoming community and will support 

legislation that enhances this trait in our community and throughout our workplaces. 

 

SUPPORT a comprehensive and fully inclusive non-discrimination law 

SUPPORT criminal justice reform efforts 

OPPOSE legislation that would damage Texas’ reputation as a “business-friendly” and welcoming state 

 

Water and Environment  - Natural resources are a vital component of a thriving community. We advocate for 

appropriate oversight of these resources and encourage conservation to ensure they remain sustainable.   

  

SUPPORT the continued implementation of the Texas State Water Plan 

SUPPORT effective water management strategies that include incentives for increased conservation efforts, 
recycling, and reuse projects 

 

Taxes and Spending  - We support fiscally responsible policies that enhance our business climate while investing 

in the most essential areas and have the biggest return on investment for our valuable public dollars.   

 

SUPPORT allowing local entities to determine tax rates at the local level 

SUPPORT creating more equitable, effective tax(es) on a broad basis from the business sector 
 

Healthcare  - We support healthcare initiatives that provide access to quality services and adequate funding to meet 

the various needs of residents.  

  

SUPPORT stable, adequate and predictable reimbursements for Texas health care providers  

SUPPORT legislation that expands access to coverage and care for all Texans 

SUPPORT the continued expansion of telehealth in Texas  

SUPPORT adequate funding for mental and behavioral health services 

 

 


