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  Motivate • Support • Grow                     2011 Theme:  

WWoommeenn’’ss   DDiivviiss iioonn  

The Plano Chamber of Commerce Women’s Division luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month at Gleneagles Country Club, 5401 West Park Boulevard. Individual introductions 

begin promptly at 11:50am, followed by the program at noon, which concludes at 1:00pm. 

Reservations are required and can be made on-line. 
The Chamber must receive reservations by 2:00pm on 

FRIDAY, AUG. 5th.  See the Chamber website for 

more information: www.planochamber.org 

 

 

Uncommon Strategies for Unimagined Success 
Dr. Venus Opal Reese, CEO/Founder of Creation Consulting Practice 

“My life is a living demonstration that 

anything is possible.” 
 

Venus Opal Reese was a walking statistic: living on 

the streets by the age of 16 amidst violence, drugs, 

and prostitution. The predictable outcome was 

welfare, addiction, and ultimately death. She 

graduated from Stanford University 14 years later with 

her 2nd Masters degree and a Ph.D. Dr. Reese knows 

what it takes to turn a situation that looks absolutely 

hopeless into unimagined success. She uses her 

inspirational and motivational story of perseverance, 

compassion, and hope, to teach others how to 

apply her success strategies to their professional and 

personal lives. 
 

Dr. Reese has a BFA from Adelphi University; an MFA 

from Ohio State University in Acting and Movement 

Theatre, with an emphasis on choreography and 

mime; an MA in Drama, and a Ph.D. in Performance 

Theory and Literary Criticism, both from Stanford 

University. Dr. Reese has been featured on ABC 

News, CBS News, in Glamour magazine, Diversity Inc. 

and in the Associated Press. 

Dr. Venus Opal Reese 

214.551.9233 

CreationConsultingPractice.com 
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I hail from: Honolulu, Hawaii and 

now live in Dallas. 
 

When I’m not hard at work, my 

“Play Time” includes: spending 

time with family, playing chess, glass 

blowing and playing piano. 
 

A bit of wisdom or suggestion I 

can share with another woman, or 

person, in business is: try to 

improve on what you do a little every 

day.  A year later you will have a far 

better product than if you tried to do 

a major change in what you do. 
 

The greatest thing about 

networking with the Women’s 

Division is: the chance to meet 

highly successful and connected 

individuals. 
 

How would you describe a 

“Woman in Motion” in 2011?  A 

highly organized, effective and 

intelligent woman moving her 

company and workplace forward while 

taking care of her family with grace 

and perseverance. 
 

2011 Women’s Division Board of Directors 
 

Director 
Kathy Blank 

CASA of Collin County 
kblank@casaofcollincounty.org 

 
Immediate Past Director 

Amity Elliott 
Coppermark Bank 

browneyesamity@yahoo.com  
 

Director-Elect 
Janeen Browning 

Baylor Regional Medical Center at Plano 
janeen.browning@baylorhealth.edu 

 
Secretary 

Debbie Strain 
Express Employment Professionals 

debbie.strain@expresspros.com 
 

 
Treasurer 

Ann Dunham 
State Farm Agent 

ann@anndunham.com 
 

Programs 
Mischell Erickson 

American National Bank of Texas 
mischellerickson@anbtx.com 

 
Connections 
Gina Branch 

RE/MAX Dallas Suburbs 
gina@ginabranch.com 

 
Publicity / PR 

Mona Nicolas-Stegall 
CLM Creative Photography & Event Design 

mona@clmcreative.com 
 
 

 
Registrar 

Judy Groening 
Servpro Plano 

judy2468@hotmail.com 
 

Parliamentarian 
Beth Ann Johnson 

AXA Advisors 
bethann.johnson@axa-advisors.com 

 
Member-at-Large 

Geri Moran 
Juice Plus + 

GeriinTX@gmail.com 
 

Member-at-Large 
Gina Branch 

RE/MAX Dallas Suburbs 
gina@ginabranch.com 

 
 

 

 

Dr. Denton Watumull 

Regional Plastic 

Surgery Center 
 

972-470-5000 

www.create-beauty.com 

 

 

Remaining 2011 Luncheons:  

Gleneagles Country Club 
 

Aug. 10 - "Uncommon Strategies for 

Unimagined Success" with                

Dr. Venus Opal Reese 
 

Sept. 14 - Nothing But Networking! 
 

Oct. 12 - “Health & Wellness”      

with Dr. Helen Wood 
 

Nov. 9 - “Embrace Your Greatness” 

with Mitch Gaylord 
 

Dec. 14 

2012 Women’s Division Board of Directors 
 

The Plano Chamber of Commerce Women’s Division is seeking out members to serve 

on the Nominating Committee.  These individuals will be responsible for the review 

of applications for candidates that are interested in serving on the board for Women’s 

Division.  Individuals that are interested in serving on nominating committee must be 

members in good standing of the Chamber and must not want to be considered for a 

leadership role in 2012 for Women’s Division.  Committee members will be asked to 

participate in 2-3 meetings, as well as make phone calls and provide feedback on 

those candidates that are applying for leadership roles.  Past Women’s Division or 

Chamber leadership are encouraged to participate. 
 

If interested, please contact Janeen Browning at JaneenBr@BaylorHealth.edu no later 

than July 18, 2011. 

 
 

Monthly Luncheon Sponsorships 
 

Reservations for 2012 Sponsorships 

will be available this November. 
 

For more information, contact 

Lauren Garner, Dir. of Education 

Laureng@planochamber.org 

972-424-7547 ext. 231 

 

W o m e n ’ s  D i v i s i o n  

 

Upcoming Chamber Events 
(Please RSVP in advance) 

 

Every Friday:  7:30am 
Networking at Business Interchange 
Plano Chamber of Commerce Office 
 
Jul. 14:  5:30 - 7:00pm 
Business After Hours 
Plano Super Bowl 
 
Jul. 19:  5:00 - 7:00pm 
YPP View From the Top 
Zanata Restaurant 
 
Jul. 22:  11:30am - 1:00pm 
Ambassador Luncheon 
Plano Chamber of Commerce Office 
 
Jul. 27:  11:30am - 1:00pm 
Success In Business 
Plano Chamber of Commerce Office 

 
For more information, or to 

RSVP for any of these events, 
please visit the chamber website: 

www.PlanoChamber.org 
 


